WOODLANDS CARAVAN PARK
NEWS LETTER 2020

This has been a year like no other due to the COVID pandemic and it has caused pain and worry for many
people. As a park we have seen the effect of this through our customers and we have felt very concerned.
The disruption to the season has been difficult in many ways and we are grateful to those that sent
encouraging and positive messages to us throughout the year. We have done our best to keep The
Woodlands a safe environment for you to visit and we appreciate your co-operation with the track and
trace system that we had in place.

Instead of enjoying our annual Easter Egg & Spoon race on the 12t April this year it was a matter of us
coming to terms with the fact that we had been forced to close our gates and had no idea when we could
reopen.

During lockdown we continued to take care of the grounds and also kept each individual plot as tidy as
possible; each lawn being cut 3 or 4 times by the end of lockdown. The sunshine was glorious and we felt

sad that you couldn’t be at The Woodlands taking advantage of this unusual hot spell.
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The first May Bank holiday came and went without the Red Kite
challenge running event taking place which has become a fixed
date in our calendar. By the second Bank Holiday we were feeling
a sense of loss on your behalf and the lockdown was indeed
dragging on far longer than we anticipated.

With no aeroplanes in the sky or traffic on the roads Devil’s Bridge
seemed full of birdsong and it truly was a bitter sweet time.

Slowly Spring passed and turned into Summer and after eagerly watching the news and listening to the
COVID updates we were grateful to hear that we could reopen the park on 11t July. It was lovely to see
everyone back and although we had our policies in place including the track and trace system | hope that it
didn’t feel too strange or different at The Woodlands. The tearooms being closed was a bit of an issue but
the temporary catering van that Merv and Ann set up was at least a step in the right direction.

Due to the social distancing that we all needed to adhere to it meant that our ‘Woodlands Olympic Games
2020’ was cancelled. It was such a shame but perhaps it can take place next summer instead.

The ‘Woodlands Pine Martens’ that Mr & Mrs Jones feed became
quite a hit over the year and on the 23" October they were filmed by
the BBC Autumn Watch crew and it was aired on telly on the 27t
October. Sadly Mr Jones was in a tier 3 restricted region during this
time and missed the opportunity to be interviewed by the presenter.




| thought it unfair for the garden competition to go ahead this year as it has been difficult for people to be
here to tend to their gardens. However when | took the electric readings in September it became clear that
most of you had been very productive in your gardens over the summer and they were a pleasure to see.

Although the park was closed for a few moths of the season | could tell by the amount of electricity used
by some caravan owners that they had still managed to stay at The Woodlands for a good length of time
during the months that we were allowed to be open. In some cases it was because they were working
from home or that they were on furlough and they were able to spend longer spells here than usual. On
speaking to a couple who have had a caravan here for 17 years they said that this had been their favourite
year, they had really enjoyed their time here and appreciated what they had.

On a brighter note:
Did anyone else see Ayers Rock when it appeared at The Woodlands?

This photo was captured by Mr Maughan, plot 102, from his caravan
garden in September. The low evening sun lit up the bracken on the
mountain creating a dramatic scene for a fleeting moment.

It's been a year to reflect on what we value and what we can and can’t live without. Considering that all
but one of our customers have decided to keep their caravan for another year it gives me a thankful feeling
that we all have The Woodlands as a haven in which to spend our time.

I’d like to take this opportunity to welcome all the new caravan owners to the park and we hope that next
year you enjoy being at The Woodlands for the whole of the season. I’'m happy to say that Mark and Kelly
will be back for 2021 and we can all hopefully enjoy a full and COVID free year. Fingers crossed!

Mrs Davies has asked me to mention that we are still collecting used stamps for the leprosy society. Could
you please keep your stamps and drop them off at the reception next year. Many thanks.

On behalf of Mr and Mrs Davies and all the staff at The Woodlands | would like to
wish you a safe and healthy winter. Hopefully you will have the chance to see the
loved ones that you have been separated from and enjoy some quality time
together over Christmas.

Victoria Chism



