Woodlands Caravan Park
01970 890233 enquiries@woodlandsdevilsbridge.co.uk

‘Cle mae findiow ac algelien yw cael ew crew

Welsh Language and Cultural Heritage
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Within Pontarfynach village there are many Welsh speakers, and the
language can be heard spoken in the primary school, livestock market, gift
shops and the local hotel and pub.

The Welsh identity within the village is promoted by Welsh flags on display
and bilingual signage. Inside most establishments there are photos of local
scenery and maps giving a sense of place and history.

The English version of the village name is Devil's Bridge which is what is
often used by non-Welsh speaking visitors to the area.

Google maps use the Welsh name for the village.

Welsh Language Policy

To promote the Welsh language and culture as far as possible within The
Woodlands Caravan Park, our policy is as follows:

« Where practicable, signage visible to visitors will be either bilingual
(English/Welsh) or graphic (i.e. involving symbols and not words).

o We will instigate participation in the laith Gwaith (Working Welsh) badge
scheme, so our Welsh-speaking staff will wear a badge to indicate that
they are fluent in Welsh, and our staff who are learning Welsh will wear
a badge with the Dwi'n Dysgu Cymraeg (“I'm learning Welsh”) logo.

o We will promote Welsh culture and language to visitors. This will include
the use of the language where appropriate within our literature.

» We will encourage holiday makers to visit local attractions which promote
our local history and culture such as Strata Florida, Devil’s Bridge Three
Bridges, The Silver Lead mines, The National Library of Wales and the
Museum in Aberystwyth.



o« The main language used for all written communication within the
business will be English due to the majority of our customers being from
England, but when required or requested we will translate from English
to Welsh. We will endeavour to reply to Welsh emails in Welsh.

o To use the Welsh language, when possible, when greeting our customers
and on the phone.

e Our staff will complete the Ceredigion Ambassadors course.

Preserving Culture and Heritage

The Woodlands Caravan Park is a family run business. We are aware of the
history and culture of its surrounding area. In the past mining, sheep farming
and timber have all played a huge part in the way of life of the inhabitants of
this area. Strata Florida, in Pontrhydygroes, also had an impact on the village
as it was likely that it was the Monks from the Abbey built the first bridge
across the steep gorge to make it easier for Pilgrims, Poets and Princes to
travel to them.

Many of our visitors choose to stay in Devil's Bridge to visit Devil's Bridge
Waterfalls, ride on the Vale of Rheidol steam train or to explore the Cambrian
Mountains and Welsh Coastline.

The geographical layout of the gorge within the village, waterfalls and mountain
scape have enticed visitors to the area for over a hundred years, but it's the
Three Bridges built one on top of the other between the 11 Century and 1901
that has had the most impact. Visitors enjoy seeing this great architectural feat
and Devil's Bridge has become a ‘must visit’ place in Mid Wales. The legend of
how the first bridge was built by the devil, but got outwitted by an old Welsh
Lady, also plays a factor of the village's popularity.
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